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At the end of the session, you will be able to

• Use the Alternative Medicine content on ProQuest

• Apply ProQuest basic and advanced search 
features with some applications

• Search using the Thesaurus

Session 
Objectives
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AMED Content

• Allied & Complementary Medicine  (1985-current)

- Complementary or alternative medicine and allied health - Information geared toward 
medical professionals, health practitioners, care-givers, and the pharmaceutical industry. 

- Scholarly Journal articles. 

• Coverage: 1985 – current -  international
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AMED Subjects

• Acupuncture

• Ayurvedic medicine

• Chiropractic

• Diet therapy

• Herbalism

• Holistic treatment

• Homeopathy

• Hypnosis

• Meditation

• Moxibustion

• Occupational therapy

• Osteopathy

• Palliative care

• Pharmacology

• Physiotherapy

• Podiatry

• Psychotherapy

• Reflexology

• Rehabilitation

• Speech and language 
therapy

• Traditional Chinese 
medicine

• Yoga



Navigate the platform
And Basics of Search



Platform navigation and components

Customization 
Options

Various components

Navigation Menu 
Online Help Resource Center

(Support Center, Guided 
Tours, LibGuides, etc)



Basic Search



Advanced Search



Limiting Search to fields

Field codes can be selected in Advanced Search, or typed in any search box, 
with the syntax:

        FIELDABEL(SEARCH TERM)     =>     TITLE(PAIN NEAR/2 ASSESSMENT)

Click on the link                for more information on the most common fields

You can stack multiple fields with comma:
Title,PUB(therapy)

Precombined labels: TIAB; TISU; TIABSU

AB

TI

SU



Command Line Search
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Summary of Basic Search features

1,2. Space between terms by default implies AND 
= comprehensive, but might not be accurate

7. Replace the Exact phrase with a proximity 
operator to enhance comprehensiveness, 
including e.g. assessment of pain.

4.  Exact phrase searching, sufficiently accurate, 
but not comprehensive enough

8. The truncation enhances comprehensiveness, 
e.g. results include Assessing pain.

9. includes assessment of abdominal pain.



Look up lists for name-based fields
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Publication Title: names are always shortened. 
Use the look up list to check the name format.



Top right corner 
of the screen.
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Online Helps
Top left corner 
of the screen.

Extensive 
online help



Sample applications
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Basic Search 

(acupuncture or acupressure) AND (wound* or contusion 
or injury or trauma or ulcer or lacerat* or scar)
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Basic Search 

herb* AND (therap* or treat* or healing or healed or alleviat*) 
AND (neoplasm or cancer or tumour)





1
9



Using the Thesaurus



• Field label MAINSUBJECT

• terms are based on the NLM MeSH

• The word Disease as second word is often shortened to DIS

• Vs Disorder (or Disorders), always whole word.

• The word Disease as first word is always whole.

• But also: 

AMED – Using the Thesaurus



• Always double check the visual Thesaurus, 
particularly to check if any explosion is needed. 
eg MAINSUBJECT.EXPLODE("CORONARY DIS")

• Search the terms in free text

• Combine both

AMED – Using the Thesaurus



COORDINATE HEADINGS

Based on the MESH 
Subheadings

Search with Mainsubject 
field, 

AND with the main term

AMED 

Using the 

Thesaurus
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Finding and using Preferred terms in a thesaurus

Thesauri can be accessed from Advanced Search or Command Line
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Searching the Thesaurus

No check box = it’s not a controlled term. 
Clickable synonym, will point to the 
preferred term.
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Searching 
the 
Thesaurus

Scope Notes: contain synonyms 
known in literature (‘Use term for’), 
and/or explorable Related terms

The synonym pointed 
(Use term for) to the 
controlled term



2
7

Searching 
the Thesaurus

Explore the hierarchy:         
if the controlled term has 
narrower terms, and you 
want to include them all in 
your search, apply the 
Explosion, then click on 
Add to search.



Searching the Thesaurus

Just one step of 
a longer search

Therapy options 
for back pain

Over 50 controlled terms contain the word Therapy, 
so they can all be searched by the single term 
without EXACT, plus all the single-word terms 
with -therapy



Free text search

Add the step of the free search

(THERAP* OR TREAT* OR CARE* OR HEAL OR HEALING OR HEALED 
OR ALLEVIAT*) AND (BACK N/2 (PAIN* OR ACHE) OR BACKACHE)



Complete search - Free-text combined with Thesaurus

Free-Text search Thesaurus search

In the Recent Searches page the 
separate search sets can be combined

Save the 
search history

Save the search or 
create an alert 
(needs My Research)



Results Analysis

Abstracts now displayable 
in the Results page



Results Analysis Abstracts now displayable 
in the Results page



Results 
Analysis



Search History



DIABETES



Search based on the Thesaurus terms



Free Text Search

DIABETES NEAR (MELLITUS OR TYPE-2 OR TYPE-II) 
AND (THERAP* OR TREAT*)



Complete the search 
in Recent Searches







Another combination Thesaurus + Free text

Literature on 
Fatty Liver



Another combination Thesaurus + Free text

Literature on 
Fatty Liver



(fat* or steatosis) and (liver or hepat*) or liver-disease 
or hepatomegaly or Steatohepatitis





You can upload a predesigned search strategy, either multiset 
(max 5 x time) or a single string, in the Command Line search 
box. The multiset will show in Recent searches in separate sets 
populating in sequence 

Using Command Line

Systematic reviews on using herbs to coadiuvate 
the chemotherapy in cancer treatment





Search History. Time stamped.
In several formats. Can be edited
and customized with company logo





Rehabilitation therapy for 
patients with Multiple Sclerosis











• Available when connected to My Research, and activated in PAM

• Allows bulk exporting up to 20,000 records.

• Available 10 attempts per day (20K x 10).

• Export of bibliographic citation only + abstract

Export Results option

Bulk download the 
bibliographic information 
of hundreds of results



Export Results option
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Click on Accept at the bottom of the window. A search is automatically 

saved in My Research. Go to My Research to retrieve the results.

3 Available formats:
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When ready, Export Results 

will become an active link

The Saved Search in My Research

Export Results option



Q&A



Support Resources



ProQuest Support Resources

ProQuest Platform Search Syntax Guide

   https://proquest.libguides.com/proquestplatform/tips 

ProQuest Quick Search Syntax Guide (pdf)

 https://proquest.libguides.com/ld.php?content_id=49466014 

ProQuest Support Center:     https://support.proquest.com

Support 
Resources

https://proquest.libguides.com/proquestplatform/tips
https://proquest.libguides.com/ld.php?content_id=49466014
https://support.proquest.com/


In this session, you have learned how to

• Use the Alternative Medicine content on ProQuest

• Apply ProQuest basic and advanced search 
features with some applications

• Search using the Thesaurus

Session 
Objectives
Summary
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Your feedback is important!

We hope you are willing to provide 
your feedback about the webinar       
(1st line) and the trainer (2nd line)
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Your feedback is 
important!

At the end of the session you can use  
the link:

https://tinyurl.com/NHSWAmedPQ2

                       Or the QR Code ➔

https://tinyurl.com/NHSWAmedPQ2


© 2023 Clarivate

Clarivate and its logo, as well as all other 
trademarks used herein are trademarks of their 
respective owners and used under license.

clarivate.com

About Clarivate

Clarivate is the leading global information services provider. We connect people and organizations to intelligence they can trust to transform their 
perspective, their work and our world. Our subscription and technology-based solutions are coupled with deep domain expertise and cover the areas 
of Academia & Government, Life Sciences & Healthcare and Intellectual Property. For more information, please visit clarivate.com

Daniela.Cason@clarivate.com

Thank you

Questions?

http://clarivate.com/


• Basics of the search in ProQuest

• Standard post-processing options

Appendix



Basics of the search 
and defaults settings
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Search Basics – ProQuest Platform defaults

Variants automatic retrieval  PERMANENT  DEFAULTS 

• Plurals       Child    Children 

• Comparative adjectives     Searching more than one term

 Tall   taller   tallest          SKIN CANCER = SKIN AND CANCER

• US/UK spellings         “SKIN CANCER” = phrase

 Estrogen  oestrogen

• Duplicate removal      The Exact Quote marks “ ” 

• These settings can be de/activated   deactivate the variants retrieval      

  in the Preferences in My Research        also x single words  “CHILD”
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Boolean Operators summary

AND    - All the words MUST be present.             

                   RADIATION AND CHERNOBYL AND CHILDREN 

  

OR      - Any of the words CAN be present.

    UNIVERSITY OR COLLEGE OR “HIGHER EDUCATION”

NOT        - The first word is present, 

         excluded the word following NOT.

               MERCURY NOT PLANET

Focus results

Enhance 
results

Focus results



Search tools, beyond the Boolean operators 

Operator Description Example

PRE
 NEAR
 P/#
 N/#

Proximity Operators - when used alone, retrieve the search 
terms if separated by maximum 4 intervening words. 
Adding a number after the slash / changes the default nr of 
4 words to less or more. 
 PRE keeps the exact order of the terms
 NEAR retrieves the terms in any order

CANCER NEAR/2 RESEARCH
Finds: Research on Cancer,
Cancer defeated by Research
SKIN PRE/0 CANCER 
Finds: skin cancer  but not
Cancer of the skin

  *
Truncation character (*) - retrieves variations of the search 
term. Can be used the end (right-hand) or in the middle 
of the word.
Standard truncation (*) retrieves variations on the search 
term, replacing up to 5 characters.

*toxic*
Finds: toxicology, 
phytotoxic, ototoxicity, etc

  [*n]
Defined truncation [*n] is used to denote up to how many 
characters you want to truncate. It replaces up to the 
number of characters specified, for example [*7]. The 
maximum number of characters that can be entered is 20.

nutr[*5]
Finds: nutrition, nutrient, 
nutrients, but not 
nutraceutics, nutraceuticals



Order of Execution

ProQuest follows a default order when interpreting a search that 
uses operators to combine search terms. 

skin n/2 cancer OR melanoma AND prevention OR protection

Without brackets it would be searched as if it was:

(melanoma AND prevention) OR skin n/2 cancer OR protection

Use the parentheses to override the default order of processing

(skin n/2 cancer OR melanoma) AND (prevention OR protection)

1. PRE

2. NEAR

3. (     )

4. AND

5. OR

6. NOT



Standard post-processing options
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Results– tool bar

PostProcessing results top 
features in the Results page 
and Docview page
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Saving Results options

79

If more than one page of results is 
needed, select all the documents in 
one page, move to the next, select 
more. The selection of the previous 
page(s) will be kept in “Selected 
items”
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