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I Introduction

 The search syntax discussed here applies to all the search modes
available on Dialog, Basic, Advanced and Command line.

* |n order to take advantage of some customization options, we suggest
you register to My Research.

* This will give you access to the My Research area and the preferences.
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Search Basics - Dialog Platform defaults

Variants automatic retrieval

* Plurals Child ¢ Children
* Comparative adjectives

Tall &> taller <> tallest
* US/UK spellings

Estrogen <> oestrogen

* Duplicate removal
* These settings can be de/activated

in the Preferences in My Research

PERMANENT DEFAULTS

Searching more than one term
SKIN CANCER = SKIN AND CANCER
“SKIN CANCER” = phrase

o n»

The Exact Quote marks
deactivate the variants retrieval
also x single words “CHILD”

4



I Defaults — Automatic retrieval of word variants

Dialog, ADVERSE EVENT D|a|og ADVERSE EVENTS
563601 Results *  search within 563601 Results *  search within
Diak)g QESTRQGEN D|a|og ESTROGEN|
471870 Results *  search within 471870 Results *  search within

DialOgSO|UtiOﬂS Precision - Trust - Quality




I Defaults — Automatic retrieval of word variants

Dialog, LARGE D|alog LARGER

4210131 Results *  search within 4210131 Results *  search within

Dia|og! LARGEST

4210131 Results *  search within
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I System Search Defaults

Queries with more than one word separated by space such as
adverse events
are searched with an implicit AND.

((§))

Use quotation marks (“”) to search for Exact phrases

“adverse events”
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IDefauIts - Multiple Terms

Dialgg. ADVERSE EVENT

563601 Results *

Dialog

Search within

Dialog ADVERSE AND EVENT

563601 Results *  search within

"ADVERSE EVENT" \

Use “double quotes”
for phrase searching.

94210 Results *  search within
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I Phrase Searching

Diak)g "ADVERSE EVENT" D|a|og ADVERSE-EVENT
94210 Results *  search within 392516 Results *  search within
“double quotes” deactivate The hyphen is another way of phrase
the automatic retrieval of searching and doesn’t deactivate the
word variants. automatic retrieval of word variants.
Here includes EVENTS
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I Truncation and Wildcards

* Right, middle and left truncation are all available!
- Any combination can be used
» Use * to retrieve 0-10 characters

- Use [*x] to limit to a maximum number of characters -
where x is an integer from 1-125

- Only [*x] is allowed within “Exact” quote marks “MONO[*2]”
« Use ? to replace a specific number of characters

- Use to retrieve the exact number of characters
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I Internal Truncation Examples

« TO?IC retrieves just one character in the middle of a word
TOXIC, TOPIC, TONIC

 TO*IC retrieves 0-10 characters in the middle of a word
TOXIC, TOURISTIC, TOXIGENIC

TIP! Use with caution to avoid false hits.

 SUL[*2]UR retrieves up to two characters in the middle of a word
SULFUR, SULPHUR
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I Left and Right Truncation Examples

*TOXIC* — retrieves 0-10 characters at the beginning and/or end of a word
TOXIC, TOXICOLOGY, CYTOTOXICITY, INTOXICATED

MONO[*15] or MONO$15 — retrieves up to fifteen trailing characters
MONORAIL, MONOTONOUS, MONOMETHYLARSONOUS

$2TOXIC or [*2]TOXIC — retrieves up to 2 trailing characters on left hand
TOXIC, DETOXIC, CYTOXIC, ATOXIC, UNTOXIC
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TRANSDERM but not EPIDERM, ECHINODERM
? Allowed also on the right end of the word

Limited Truncation with Exact search: “[*2]TOXIC”
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I Truncation: using k(Up to 10 Characters)

Can be used also on the Left or

Dialog SLEEP DEPRIVED

Middle of the word.

Include medical synonyms 4 Ex: *hexane Cyclohexa ne

2986 Results *  search within

Methylhexane

DiﬂlOi SLEEP DEPRIV*

Can include
deprived, depriving
deprivation, etc
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32404 Results *  search within



I Truncation: Using sk

Dialog, "ADVERSE EVENT*"

Can be used within the double
guotes to retrieve variants.

392595 Results *  search

x Dialog

Compare with
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I Boolean Operators

AND - All the words must be present. Use to focus the results
 Example: RADIATION AND CANCER AND PREVENTION

OR - Any of the words can be present.  Use to enhance the results
 Example: THERAPY OR TREATMENT OR HEALING OR CARE

NOT - The first word is present, but not the word following NOT.
 Example: MERCURY NOT PLANET
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I Proximity Operators

PRE (same order) by default retrieve the search terms if separated by
NEAR (any order) maximum 4 intervening words

PRE/# (p/#) adding a number after the slash / changes the default
NEAR/# (n/#) of 4 words to less or more Ex P/1 N/3

* If either must be used as a search term, use Exact quotes: “pre” or “near”
* can be used with 0 - P/0 will search for the phrase with linguistics on:

CANCER PRE/O RESEARCH retrieves more than “CANCER RESEARCH”
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I SEARCHING PREPOSITIONS, CONJUNCTIONS AND OPERATORS

 All words are searchable as free text terms on ProQuest and Dialog including
AN, BY, FOR, FROM, OF, THE, TO, WITH etc

» TIP! Boolean/Logical operators (AND, OR, NOT) and proximity connectors
(PRE, NEAR) are searchable as words when enclosed in quotation marks
(Exact search)

“AND” “PRE”
“OR” “NEAR”
“NOT” “NEAR INFRARED SPECTROSCOPY”
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I Proximity Connectors examples

CANCER PRE/2 RESEARCH => Cancer defeated by Research
CANCER NEAR/1 RESEARCH => Researches on Cancer

SKIN PRE/0 CANCER => SKIN CANCERS
SKIN NEAR/2 CANCERS => CANCER OF THE SKIN

Dialog ((ADVERSE OR SIDE OR UNTOWARD)[N/2]J(EVENT OR EFFECT OR REACTION)) AND
- |(PARACETAMOL OR ACETAMINOPHEN) AND PD(1940-2019)

frequent phrase is also
40174 Results *  search within ADVERSE DRUG REACTION(S)
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I Proximity Connectors - Punctuation

« Most punctuation characters are ignored during a search.

 Special punctuation characters such as truncation wildcards (*, S, ?) are ignored
when not used with proper syntax.

- TIP! The hyphen (-) is considered when searching.

1 - A hyphen linking terms is equivalent to PRE/O between terms
POST-PRIMARY = POST P/0 PRIMARY retrieves
POST PRIMARY, POST-PRIMARY, POSTS PRIMARIES, etc.

2 - A hyphen between dates is equivalent to a range

2010-2014 = 2010 o0r 2011 or 2012 or 2013 or 2014
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I Nesting & Order of Processing

Nesting (parentheses) can be used to group terms
« Group terms to change the default order or processing

CAT OR DOR AND FOOD OR NUTRITION
VS (CAT OR DOG) AND (FOOD OR NUTRITION)

Default Order of Processing:

PRE PRE
NEAR NEAR
AND ()
OR AND
NOT OR
NOT
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| Search limited to Fields

* Field codes are available

« Some standard fields are indexed in all databases

Tl Title
AB Abstract
AU Author
PUB Publication Title
DTYPE Document Type
« Each database has unique field codes based on data available and indexing
EMB EMBASE Emtree subject headings
MESH Medline Subject Headings
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| Search limited to Fields

How to limit by field codes
* List the field code(s) first

* Enclose search terms in parentheses
TI(CANCER RESEARCH)

* |t is possible to “Stack” multiple field codes with commas
TI,AB,SU(AGRICULTUR* NEAR/3 FERTILIZ?*)

* Please Note: If a specific stacked field does not apply to a database,
the field will retrieve O results in that database
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| Search limited to Fields

What fields am | searching when | enter a free text term?

» Default search is “All fields + text”
« Title, Abstract, Text (full text if available)
 Terms (all subject and index terms)

« All name fields (Author, Publication Title, Location etc)

« TIP! To avoid hits in extraneous fields, we suggest
TILAB,SU,SUBST(SEARCH TERMS) for Bibliographic databases

Check variable fields per database in the ProSheets.
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I Using Controlled Terms Field Labels

Standard Search Field for Descriptors: SU

e.g.:
« SU(“anorexia nervosa”)

Specific Search Fields
e for Medline MESH terms: MESH
 for Embase EMTREE terms: EMB
e.g..

« MESH(“venous thrombosis”)

« EMB(“deep vein thrombosis”)
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I Using Controlled Terms - EXACT

EXACT will search for the specified term or phrase only

* e.g. in Biosis : SU.EXACT(“CATTLE?”)

will exclude 9@ cattle

beef cattle
japanese black cattle

skim milk

. in Agricola: SU.EXACT(“MILK”)  mikproduction

whole milk

will exclude breast milk
dried milk

milk quality
milk fat
pasteurized milk
Etc
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} Using Controlled Terms - EXPLODE

EXPLODE - automatically includes all the narrower terms
under the specified descriptor in the Thesaurus Hierarchy

How to Explode:
either

select the Explode option in the Thesaurus window
or

search directly by adding the specific tag, e.g.:

. SU.EXACT.EXPLODE(heart)
. MESH.EXACT.EXPLODE(heart)
. EMB.EXACT.EXPLODE(heart)
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I Using Controlled Terms - MAJOR

How to use the Major Descriptors in the Thesauri:

either
» select the option in the Thesaurus window
or
» search directly by adding the specific search field, e.q.:
+ MJMeSH (Medline)
« MJEMB (Embase)
- MJSUB (other databases with Major indexing)

- MJEMB.EXACT("abdominal cancer”)
« MJMeSH.EXACT("abdominal neoplasms”)
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Field Indexing - help

How can | identify the field codes available for each database?
« Start with the drop-down menu in Advanced Search

Usually shows the most frequently used, not necessarily ALL the searchable fields.

 For the full list consult & Training v @ Help v 5t Workspace v
the Database ProSheets:

rad

Access them from any point / Prosheets &8 Training v | @ Help v | i Workspace v

Wlthln the Search platform @ ProQuest Dialog Help — Mozilla Firefox - O X
© @& https://dialog.proquest.com/professional/help/professional/webframe.html?View_Fi¢ w =

Table of Contents «| &
M [# <’ Welcome . ~
= || Search syntax and field codes Common FI6|d COd es

® P rOS h eets a n d ot h e r 2] Search tips Search syntax and field codes > Common Field Codes
“| ProSheets
h t - th O I = H I 1 FDB command » Looking for Search tips?
c a p e rs I n e n I n e e p Q] MeSH and Embase® Codes
|_?] Dialog search syntax conversion g Every document in every ProQuest database is indexed to capture individual bits of

71 DataStar search syntax conversior | information about the document, for example, its title, the author, and ISSN or ISBN

|_?1 Common field codes humpers. You'll see a qocument's indexing information when you view the dqcument. This
! indexing makes it possible for ProQuest users to take advantage of search fields, such as

’] Patent number searching

Author, and the corresponding field codes, such as AU, to create very precise searches.

| 7] Optimizing complex searches
I [+ 7 Database specific field codesl

The Advanced Search and Command Line Search sections provide you with search fields in
dropdown lists for you to use in your search to tap into specific bits of indexed document

[# ¢7 Search information.
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Embase®

s

Embase provdes comprehansive bibliographic coverage of the Rerature on drugs and pharmacology and of all other
aspects of human medicing and related dscplines.

Embase is 3 key resource for biomedical ewdence, from published, peer-reviewed lterature, in-press publications and
corference abstracts, Widely recogrized as an awthoritative source for generating systematic reviews, Embase's
comprehensive indexing of trial and study types, reviews and meta analyses ensures maximum searchabilty.

Whether you are mentonng the Inefaute to make informed decsions in evoem&baseo medncme or are engaged in

pharmacovigiance and post-markst mond

Embase includes conference abstracts
2009,

Fulk-text indexing of drug, disease and 1
thesaurus Emtree. This covers trade, o
manufacturer names, disease names a3
to all these terms. and their broader ang

Embase covers the following areas:

Drug research
Phamacology
Phamacoseconomics
Phamacewsics
Toxicology

Human meadicine

Basic biological research

Use Embase o answer such questions

o What s the Gtest evidence for an
¢  Have any clinical trials been cond
¢ Are there any systematic réviews
o Whnat are the adverse effects of n|

Date coverage 1847-present
Geographic coverage Imermatonal

Prosheet sample

(2l journals in Embase are cover-to-

Sources About 8,500 joumals in o
reviewed except a very small nu!rb:i%

SEARCH FIELDS
\V, N
Field
Field Name Cl:de Example Description and Notes
Cwer 70% of articles in Embase have an abstract. Use
. I adjacency and/or Boolean operators to namow or
Abstract AB b(*gl 1
=irae ab(*glucose monitoring”) broaden your search, and double quotes to search for a
precise phrase.
Add: AND ABANY(YES) to a query to limit retrieval to
Abstract present ABANY “t cell ymphoma™ AMD abany(yes) records with abstracts. Use double guotes to search for a
precise phrage.
) A unigque document identification number assigned by
A b AN 511341033
FEESSION numBsr an( ) the information provider.
Al fields ALL all{jcgm OR "continuous glucose Searches all fields. Use proximity andfor Boolean
monitoring ™) operators to narrow search results.
All figlds + text - "continuous glucose monitoring” Same as ALL field code - searches all fields.
All authors are included in the document. Elsevier has no
standardization policy for author names. Mames are
Author1 Al au(testa, m*) captured as they appear in the source, so you will
sometimes find authors with sumame and initial{s),
sometimes with surname and full first name(s).
First name listed in Author field. it is included in the
First author FAU fau(jendie) Author browse, but its position cannot be specified in the
Author browse.
o afibiostatistics AND harvard) Includes as much data as is available !nthe original
Author affiliation AF af{sweden) document, such as department, organization, address,
[N city, state, country, author email, etc.
A >

Publisher

Embase is produced by Elsevier B.V. Questions concerning fie content should be directad to.

Elsever Telephone: +31-20-485-3507
Embase Marketing Departmenrt Fax: +31 20-485—343@




I Refining results with Narrow Filters

=] Publication date Clear [+
2010 - 2019 (years)

3591 Results search within

0 Selected items [Clear]

Narrowed by: [Clear all] Hide filters

Publication date: 2010-2019 > 2017-2019

2014 (1683 records)

-—blte,

the Publication Date filter is easy to use to narrow your results

DiﬂlOQSO'UﬂOﬂS Precision - Trust - Quality




I Duplicate Removal

> >

Sort results by:

Relevance

v

[l Database >»
Embase® (2817) Sort results by:
MEDLINE® (774)
Relevance v

osort,

Duplicate document settings

Duplicates are included.

Remove duplicates

Narrow results by [Clear all]

Publication title
Document type

Author

sort,

In 2 multifile search
you want to remove

the duplicates

Duplicate document settings

 APPly preferred databases

Pro(Quest. |((ADVERSE OR SIDE OR UNTOWARI  Change database order
baleg | (PARACETAMOL OR ACETAMINOPHE

s melEiR  Include duplicates

3086 Results *

Search within

Narrow results by [Clear all]
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I Analyse the content of given fields

V| A B C | L
Document type 1 |Searched for: _((ADngSE OR SIDEO
Include Exclude Document type g_ Databases: Embase®, MEDLINE®
Article 4 Document type Count
Journal Article 5 |Article 1687
Conference Abstract 6 Journal Article 757
Revi 7 Conference Abstract 531
eview .
8 Review 513
Letter 9 Letter 102
Randomized Controlled Trial 10 Randomized Controlled Trial 102
Research Support, Non-U.S. Gov't 11 Research Support, Non-U.S. Gov't 94
Note 12 Note 59
13 Comparative Study 53
Narrow my results | Run new search | Save List 14 Systematic Review 39
- ) 15 Case Reports 37
Save entire listas: O RTF O HTML @® XLS (Excel) O PDF 16 | Article in Press 34
17 Meta-Analysis 32
18 Multicenter Study 25
19 Research Support, N.I.H., Extramural 21
20 'Editorial 19
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Support Resources




Online Help is Always Available

X @ Share Browser WebEx ¥
© ProQuest Dialog Help

& Favorites
Table of Contents

® & Welcome
= |_) Search syntax field codes
7) Search ups
) ProSheets
1) FOB command
7) MeSH and Embase® codes
7) Dialog search syntax conversio
) DataStar search syntax conver .
7) Common field codes 1
) Patent number searching
7) Optimizing complex searches
# & Database spedfic field codes
= L] Search
) Database selection
) Bask Search
2 L) Advanced
) Advanced Search
7) Command Une Search
# & More ways to search
2) Recent searches: your search I «
m »

& Table of Contents

®,  Search
L

Dialog Solutions

Precision

’:} v iN\Y v 4 M v Pagev Safetyv Tools~w 0' .

> Jpferences | &8 English

Help is just a click away

Advanced Search

Search > Advanced > Advanced Search
Create a search that is as precise as you need it to be.

1. In the first row, enter one or more words in the box.
Following the box is a dropdown of search fields. Search fields are
discrete bits of indexed information—such as Author, Document title, or
Subject heading—about individual documents.
Select from the kst, or accept the default All fields + text.
Click Search,
ProQuest will search for your word(s) in the selected search fields.

With All fields + text selected, ProQuest looks for your words (search terms) in
all fields—includng any available abstract or full text—of all documents in all
selected databases.

Autocomplete -- search term suggestions as you enter
your search

If enabled by your administrator, autocomplete provides suggestions from
previously successful searches by ProQuest users. The kst changes as you type, to

match previous searches that start with what you have entered at any point. Click
any term in the list to immediately search for that term.

You can chck the Turn off auto-complete link to disable search term suggestions

Copynght © 2014 ProQuest LLC. All Rghts Reserved.

ts “ Clear form

arch tips

nurs* finds up to 10 characters
(e.qg., nurse, nurses, nursing)
with unkmited word vanations.
Leam more

- Trust -
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ISupport Resources

Dialog Search platform http://dialog.proguest.com/professional/login
LibGuide https://proquest.libguides.com/proquestdialog
Database ProSheets https://clarivate.com/life-sciences-healthcare/research-

development/pharmacovigilance-drug-safety/dialog/dialog-databases/

Support Center https://support.proquest.com/s/product/dialog

Customer Support customer@dialog.com or
1 800 3 DIALOG (1 800 334 2564) or

00 800 33 34 2564
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http://dialog.proquest.com/professional/login
https://proquest.libguides.com/proquestdialog
https://clarivate.com/life-sciences-healthcare/research-development/pharmacovigilance-drug-safety/dialog/dialog-databases/
https://clarivate.com/life-sciences-healthcare/research-development/pharmacovigilance-drug-safety/dialog/dialog-databases/
https://clarivate.com/life-sciences-healthcare/research-development/pharmacovigilance-drug-safety/dialog/dialog-databases/
https://clarivate.com/life-sciences-healthcare/research-development/pharmacovigilance-drug-safety/dialog/dialog-databases/
https://clarivate.com/life-sciences-healthcare/research-development/pharmacovigilance-drug-safety/dialog/dialog-databases/
https://clarivate.com/life-sciences-healthcare/research-development/pharmacovigilance-drug-safety/dialog/dialog-databases/
https://clarivate.com/life-sciences-healthcare/research-development/pharmacovigilance-drug-safety/dialog/dialog-databases/
https://clarivate.com/life-sciences-healthcare/research-development/pharmacovigilance-drug-safety/dialog/dialog-databases/
https://clarivate.com/life-sciences-healthcare/research-development/pharmacovigilance-drug-safety/dialog/dialog-databases/
https://clarivate.com/life-sciences-healthcare/research-development/pharmacovigilance-drug-safety/dialog/dialog-databases/
https://clarivate.com/life-sciences-healthcare/research-development/pharmacovigilance-drug-safety/dialog/dialog-databases/
https://clarivate.com/life-sciences-healthcare/research-development/pharmacovigilance-drug-safety/dialog/dialog-databases/
https://clarivate.com/life-sciences-healthcare/research-development/pharmacovigilance-drug-safety/dialog/dialog-databases/
https://clarivate.com/life-sciences-healthcare/research-development/pharmacovigilance-drug-safety/dialog/dialog-databases/
https://support.proquest.com/s/product/dialog
https://support.proquest.com/s/product/dialog
mailto:customer@dialog.com

Thank You

Daniela.Cason@proquest.com
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