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Introduction

• The search syntax discussed here applies to all the search modes 
available on Dialog, Basic, Advanced and Command line.

• In order to take advantage of some customization options, we suggest 
you register to My Research.

• This will give you access to the My Research area and the preferences.
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Search Basics – Dialog Platform defaults

Variants automatic retrieval        PERMANENT  DEFAULTS 
• Plurals       Child    Children 

• Comparative adjectives     Searching more than one term

 Tall   taller   tallest          SKIN CANCER = SKIN AND CANCER

• US/UK spellings         “SKIN CANCER” = phrase

 Estrogen  oestrogen

• Duplicate removal      The Exact Quote marks “ ” 

• These settings can be de/activated   deactivate the variants retrieval      

  in the Preferences in My Research                       also x single words  “CHILD”
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Defaults – Automatic retrieval of word variants
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Defaults – Automatic retrieval of word variants
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System Search Defaults

Queries with more than one word separated by space such as 

 adverse events 

   are searched with an implicit  AND.

Use quotation marks (“”) to search for Exact phrases

 “adverse events”

8
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Defaults - Multiple Terms 

Use “double quotes” 
for phrase searching.

= 
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Phrase Searching

“double quotes”  deactivate 
the automatic retrieval of 
word variants.

The hyphen is another way of phrase 
searching and doesn’t deactivate the 
automatic retrieval of word variants. 
Here includes EVENTS
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Truncation and Wildcards

• Right, middle and left truncation are all available!

 -  Any combination can be used

• Use * to retrieve 0-10 characters

- Use [*x] to limit to a maximum number of characters -                                          

      where x is an integer from 1-125

- Only [*x] is allowed within “Exact” quote marks  “MONO[*2]”

• Use ? to replace a specific number of characters 

-  Use to retrieve the exact number of characters 
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• TO?IC retrieves just one character in the middle of a word

   TOXIC, TOPIC, TONIC

• TO*IC retrieves 0-10 characters in the middle of a word

   TOXIC, TOURISTIC, TOXIGENIC

TIP!  Use with caution to avoid false hits.

• SUL[*2]UR retrieves up to two characters in the middle of a word

   SULFUR, SULPHUR

Internal Truncation Examples
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• *TOXIC* – retrieves 0-10 characters at the beginning and/or end of a word

          TOXIC, TOXICOLOGY, CYTOTOXICITY,  INTOXICATED

• MONO[*15] or MONO$15 – retrieves up to fifteen trailing characters 

         MONORAIL, MONOTONOUS, MONOMETHYLARSONOUS
     

• $2TOXIC or [*2]TOXIC – retrieves up to 2 trailing characters on left hand

TOXIC, DETOXIC, CYTOXIC, ATOXIC, UNTOXIC  

• ?????DERM – retrieves exactly leading characters, no more no less

         TRANSDERM but not EPIDERM, ECHINODERM

 ? Allowed also on the right end of the word

• Limited Truncation with Exact search: “[*2]TOXIC”

Left and Right Truncation Examples
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Can be used also on the Left or 
Middle of the word.   
Ex: *hexane               Cyclohexane
                                     Methylhexane

Can include             
deprived, depriving , 
deprivation, etc

Truncation: using       (Up to 10 Characters)*
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Can be used within the double 
quotes to retrieve variants.   

Compare with 
no truncation

Truncation: Using         *



Precision     ·    Trust     ·     Quality               

Boolean Operators

AND - All the words must be present.         Use to focus the results
• Example: RADIATION AND CANCER AND PREVENTION

OR - Any of the words can be present.       Use to enhance the results
• Example: THERAPY OR TREATMENT OR HEALING OR CARE

NOT - The first word is present, but not the word following NOT.
• Example: MERCURY NOT PLANET
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Proximity Operators

PRE (same order)            by default retrieve the search terms if separated by 
NEAR (any order)            maximum 4 intervening words 

PRE/#  (p/#)                adding a number after the slash / changes the default 
NEAR/#    (n/#)                of 4 words to less or more                  Ex     P/1       N/3

• If either must be used as a search term, use Exact quotes: “pre” or “near”

• can be used with 0 - P/0 will search for the phrase with linguistics on:

 CANCER PRE/0 RESEARCH retrieves more than “CANCER RESEARCH”
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SEARCHING PREPOSITIONS, CONJUNCTIONS AND OPERATORS

• All words are searchable as free text terms on ProQuest and Dialog including

  AN, BY, FOR, FROM, OF, THE, TO, WITH etc

 

• TIP! Boolean/Logical operators (AND, OR, NOT) and proximity connectors 

(PRE, NEAR) are searchable as words when enclosed in quotation marks 

(Exact search)

 “AND”  “PRE”

 “OR”   “NEAR”

 “NOT”  “NEAR INFRARED SPECTROSCOPY”
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Proximity Connectors examples 

CANCER PRE/2 RESEARCH => Cancer defeated by Research

CANCER NEAR/1 RESEARCH  => Researches on Cancer

SKIN PRE/0 CANCER  =>  SKIN CANCERS

SKIN NEAR/2 CANCERS = >  CANCER OF THE SKIN

frequent phrase is also                  
ADVERSE DRUG REACTION(S)
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•  Most punctuation characters are ignored during a search.

•  Special punctuation characters such as truncation wildcards (*, $, ?) are ignored 

          when not used with proper syntax. 

•  TIP!  The hyphen (-) is considered when searching.  

1 - A hyphen linking terms is equivalent to PRE/0 between terms

 POST-PRIMARY = POST P/0 PRIMARY retrieves

 POST PRIMARY, POST-PRIMARY, POSTS PRIMARIES, etc. 
    

2 - A hyphen between dates is equivalent to a range    

 2010-2014   =  2010 or 2011 or 2012 or 2013 or 2014  

  

   

   

   

  

Proximity Connectors - Punctuation
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Nesting & Order of Processing 

Nesting (parentheses) can be used to group terms

• Group terms to change the default order or processing

                             CAT OR DOR AND FOOD OR NUTRITION     

VS                   (CAT OR DOG) AND (FOOD OR NUTRITION)

Default Order of Processing:

   PRE  PRE     
   NEAR  NEAR     
   AND  ( )     
   OR  AND     
   NOT  OR     
     NOT
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• Field codes are available

• Some standard fields are indexed in all databases

 TI  Title

 AB  Abstract

 AU  Author

 PUB  Publication Title

    DTYPE  Document Type

• Each database has unique field codes based on data available and indexing

 EMB  EMBASE Emtree subject headings

   MESH  Medline Subject Headings

  

Search limited to Fields
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How to limit by field codes

• List the field code(s) first

• Enclose search terms in parentheses 

TI(CANCER RESEARCH)

• It is possible to “Stack” multiple field codes with commas

  TI,AB,SU(AGRICULTUR* NEAR/3 FERTILIZ*)

• Please Note: If a specific stacked field does not apply to a database,  

the field will retrieve 0 results in that database

Search limited to Fields
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What fields am I searching when I enter a free text term? 

• Default search is “All fields + text”

•  Title, Abstract, Text (full text if available)

•  Terms (all subject and index terms)

•  All name fields (Author, Publication Title, Location etc)

• TIP!  To avoid hits in extraneous fields, we suggest

 TI,AB,SU,SUBST(SEARCH TERMS)  for Bibliographic databases

 Check variable fields per database in the ProSheets. 

Search limited to Fields
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Using Controlled Terms Field Labels

Standard Search Field for Descriptors: SU

 e.g.:
• SU(“anorexia nervosa”)

Specific Search Fields

• for Medline MESH terms: MESH 

• for Embase EMTREE terms: EMB 

e.g.:

• MESH(“venous thrombosis”) 

• EMB(“deep vein thrombosis”)
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EXACT will search for the specified term or phrase only 

• e.g. in Biosis :  SU.EXACT(“CATTLE”)

     will exclude

•   in Agricola :    SU.EXACT(“MILK”) 

    will exclude 

Using Controlled Terms - EXACT

dairy cattle

beef cattle

japanese black cattle

skim milk

milk production

whole milk

breast milk

dried milk

milk quality

milk fat

pasteurized milk

Etc
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Using Controlled Terms - EXPLODE

EXPLODE  - automatically includes all the narrower terms 
under the specified descriptor in the Thesaurus Hierarchy

How to Explode:

 either 

select the Explode option in the Thesaurus window

 or 

search directly by adding the specific tag, e.g.:

• SU.EXACT.EXPLODE(heart)

• MESH.EXACT.EXPLODE(heart)

• EMB.EXACT.EXPLODE(heart)  
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Using Controlled Terms - MAJOR

How to use the Major Descriptors in the Thesauri:

 either

• select the option in the Thesaurus window 

 or

• search directly by adding the specific search field, e.g.:  

• MJMeSH (Medline)

• MJEMB (Embase)

• MJSUB (other databases with Major indexing)

• MJEMB.EXACT("abdominal cancer”)

• MJMeSH.EXACT("abdominal neoplasms”)
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How can I identify the field codes available for each database? 

• Start with the drop-down menu in Advanced Search 

Usually shows the most frequently used, not necessarily ALL the searchable fields.

• For the full list consult                                                                                                             

the Database ProSheets:

Access them from any point                                                                                                   

within the search platform

• ProSheets and other                                                                                         

chapters in the Online Help 

Field Indexing  - help
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Prosheet sample
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Refining results with Narrow Filters

the Publication Date filter is easy to use to narrow your results
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Duplicate Removal

In a multifile search 
you want to remove 
the duplicates
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Analyse the content of given fields



Support Resources
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Help is just a click away

Online Help is Always Available
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Support Resources

Dialog Search platform           http://dialog.proquest.com/professional/login

LibGuide   https://proquest.libguides.com/proquestdialog 

Database ProSheets https://clarivate.com/life-sciences-healthcare/research-

development/pharmacovigilance-drug-safety/dialog/dialog-databases/

Support Center                         https://support.proquest.com/s/product/dialog

Customer Support                   customer@dialog.com  or 
               1 800 3 DIALOG (1 800 334 2564) or 
                00 800 33 34 2564

http://dialog.proquest.com/professional/login
https://proquest.libguides.com/proquestdialog
https://clarivate.com/life-sciences-healthcare/research-development/pharmacovigilance-drug-safety/dialog/dialog-databases/
https://clarivate.com/life-sciences-healthcare/research-development/pharmacovigilance-drug-safety/dialog/dialog-databases/
https://clarivate.com/life-sciences-healthcare/research-development/pharmacovigilance-drug-safety/dialog/dialog-databases/
https://clarivate.com/life-sciences-healthcare/research-development/pharmacovigilance-drug-safety/dialog/dialog-databases/
https://clarivate.com/life-sciences-healthcare/research-development/pharmacovigilance-drug-safety/dialog/dialog-databases/
https://clarivate.com/life-sciences-healthcare/research-development/pharmacovigilance-drug-safety/dialog/dialog-databases/
https://clarivate.com/life-sciences-healthcare/research-development/pharmacovigilance-drug-safety/dialog/dialog-databases/
https://clarivate.com/life-sciences-healthcare/research-development/pharmacovigilance-drug-safety/dialog/dialog-databases/
https://clarivate.com/life-sciences-healthcare/research-development/pharmacovigilance-drug-safety/dialog/dialog-databases/
https://clarivate.com/life-sciences-healthcare/research-development/pharmacovigilance-drug-safety/dialog/dialog-databases/
https://clarivate.com/life-sciences-healthcare/research-development/pharmacovigilance-drug-safety/dialog/dialog-databases/
https://clarivate.com/life-sciences-healthcare/research-development/pharmacovigilance-drug-safety/dialog/dialog-databases/
https://clarivate.com/life-sciences-healthcare/research-development/pharmacovigilance-drug-safety/dialog/dialog-databases/
https://clarivate.com/life-sciences-healthcare/research-development/pharmacovigilance-drug-safety/dialog/dialog-databases/
https://support.proquest.com/s/product/dialog
https://support.proquest.com/s/product/dialog
mailto:customer@dialog.com


Thank You

Daniela.Cason@proquest.com
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