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At the end of the session, you will be able to

•  Apply ProQuest basic and advanced search 
features in AMED with some applications

• Use the AMED Thesaurus

• translate searches from OVID to ProQuest

Session 
Objectives



Navigate the platform
and basics of the search



Platform navigation and components
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Customization Options

Various levels 3

1 – Extensive Online Help     
2 – Pop-up Tips
3 – Other external support 
resources, LibGuides



Basic Search



Show Abstracts toggle

Display abstracts in Results page



Narrow Filters

Display abstracts in Results page



Multi Database search form

Advanced Search

Language

Single Database search form

Help with the available searchable fields

Single Database search form



Supports Field Searching



Search Field syntax

FieldLabel(search terms)
      E.g. title(asthma)



Search Syntax Basics
Variants &
Logical operators



Automatic Retrieval of Word Variants

• NURSE     NURSES

• CHILDREN     CHILD

• TALL      TALL, TALLER, TALLEST

• GOOD     GOOD, BETTER, BEST

Singular and plural

Comparative and superlative



• COLOR     COLOUR

• DEFENSE     DEFENCE

• SING                SYNG

Contemporary and old English

US and British English spelling

Automatic Retrieval of Word Variants



Term and Phrase Searching

• SKIN CANCER    SKIN CANCER, SKIN CANCERS,

• SKIN AND CANCER   SKIN LESIONS IN BREAST CANCER

 “SKIN CANCER”    SKIN CANCER 

        Exact!

   

  “CHILD”    CHILD

Space between words = AND searching

Quotation marks for exact phrase or term = no retrieval of variants



Boolean Operators summary

AND - All the words MUST be present.       

       RADIATION AND CHERNOBYL AND CHILDREN   

OR - Any of the words CAN be present

     UNIVERSITY OR COLLEGE OR “HIGHER EDUCATION”

NOT - The first word is present, 

    excluded the word following NOT.

                MERCURY NOT PLANET



Truncation



Truncation (when something more than the variants is needed)

*     retrieves up to 5 characters at the end or middle of a word

ECONOM*    ECONOMY, ECONOMICS, ECONOMICAL

TOX*C     TOXIC, TOXIGENIC

     

[*n] retrieves up to the number of characters specified (max 20)

ECONOM[*3]    ECONOMY, ECONOMICS

            not ECONOMICAL

TOXIC[*4]    TOXIC, TOXICITY,

            not TOXICOLOGY 

ECONOM[*6]                                        includes     ECONOMICALLY

TOXIC[*7]    includes     TOXICOLOGIST





Order of Execution

ProQuest follows a default order when interpreting a 
search that uses operators to combine search terms. 

dog OR cat  AND food OR nutrition 

Without brackets by default it is searched as if it was

(cat AND food) OR dog OR nutrition

Use parentheses to override the default order of processing

(dog or cat) AND (food or nutrition)

1. PRE

2. NEAR

3. (     )

4. AND

5. OR

6. NOT



Proximity Operators



Proximity Operators

PRE (same order)            retrieve the search terms if separated by maximum 4               

NEAR (any order)            intervening words

PRE/#  (p/#)                adding a number after a slash / changes the default 

NEAR/#    (n/#)                of 4 words to less or more             E.g.     P/1       N/3

both can be used with 0 = NO intervening words

P/0 will search for the pure adjacency with variants on:

 breast P/0 neoplasm   retrieves more than “breast neoplasm”

       as it includes breast neoplasms



Proximity Operators examples
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Attention pre/3 Disorder   = >     Attention deficit hyperactivity Disorder
                                                          But not Disorder with Attention deficit

Cancer near/2 Research    = >       Cancer defeated by Research 
                    Researches on Cancer

Skin near/2 Cancers           = >       Cancer of the Skin        Skin Cancers

If either operator must be used as a search term, use the Exact quotes:                                      
      “pre” p/0 partum (or “pre partum”)  or “near” 



Using proximity operators
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Postprocessing                      
the results
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Create Bibliographic 
Citations for your paper.
Select the titles then 
click on ‘Cite’.

Cite

O
R
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Send selected 
results by email

Email
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Can include the 
search history, the 
ToC and document 
numbers in the 
email. Plus the 
bibliography at the 
end.
If available, the 
original pdf can also 
be delivered.

Email



Saving Results options
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Finally, you can save the results in 
various ways, to further evaluate 
them:
1 -  you can save the documents 
and arrange them in folders in My 
Research
2 -  you can export the records in 
RefWorks, EndNote or another 
Reference Manager
3 -  you can print or save the results 
on your pc in various formats

1

2

3



Options to 
1. store documents online, 
2. save searches 
3. create alerts 
require registering to My Research

1

Other save options 
My Research

2

3



My Research options



Export Results



3
4

Export Results option
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• Available when connected to My Research

• Allows bulk exporting up to 20,000 records.

• Available 10 attempts per day (20K x 10).

• Export of bibliographic citation only + abstract

Bulk download the 
bibliographic information 
of hundreds of results

See more about My Research 
in the Appendix

More about Export Results:
https://www.proquest.com/help/academic/webframe.html?
Saving_searches.html#Export_Results.html 

https://www.proquest.com/help/academic/webframe.html?Saving_searches.html#Export_Results.html
https://www.proquest.com/help/academic/webframe.html?Saving_searches.html#Export_Results.html


Export Results option
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Click on Accept at the bottom of the window. A search is automatically 

saved in My Research. Go to My Research to retrieve the results.

3 Available formats:



36

When ready, Export Results 

will become an active link to 

the final file

Go to the Saved Search 

in My Research

Export Results option



Support Resources
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ProQuest Support resources

• ProQuest Platform Search Syntax Guide

   https://proquest.libguides.com/proquestplatform/tips 

• Export results:   https://www.proquest.com/help/academic/Export_Results.html 

• https://support.proquest.com/s/article/Search-Results-Export-for-Systematic-Reviews

• https://support.proquest.com/s/article/How-can-I-export-all-my-search-results-in-
ProQuest

• ProQuest Research Assistant

• https://support.proquest.com/s/article/ProQuest-Research-Assistant-FAQs 
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In this session, you have learned how to

•  Apply ProQuest basic and advanced search 
features in AMED with some applications

• Use the AMED Thesaurus

• translate searches from OVID to ProQuest

Session 
Objectives
Summary
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Your feedback is important!

We hope you are willing to provide 
your feedback about the webinar       
(1st line) and the trainer (2nd line)
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Your feedback is 
important!

At the end of the session you can use  
the link:

https://tinyurl.com/NHSWAmedPQ1 

                       Or the QR Code ➔

https://tinyurl.com/NHSWAmedPQ1


© 2023 Clarivate

Clarivate and its logo, as well as all other 
trademarks used herein are trademarks of their 
respective owners and used under license.

clarivate.com

About Clarivate

Clarivate is the leading global information services provider. We connect people and organizations to intelligence they can trust to transform their 
perspective, their work and our world. Our subscription and technology-based solutions are coupled with deep domain expertise and cover the areas 
of Academia & Government, Life Sciences & Healthcare and Intellectual Property. For more information, please visit clarivate.com

daniela.cason@clarivate.com

Thank you

Questions?

http://clarivate.com/


Appendix

~ Summary of Basic Search Features

     ~ Standard Post processing options

     ~ My Research options



Summary of Basic Search features



Search Basics  – ProQuest Platform defaults

Variants automatic retrieval             PERMANENT  DEFAULTS 

• Plurals       Child    Children 

• Comparative adjectives     Searching more than one term

          Tall   taller   tallest            SKIN CANCER = SKIN AND CANCER

• US/UK spellings      “SKIN CANCER” = phrase

          Estrogen  oestrogen

•  Duplicate removal                 The Exact Quote marks “ ”

       deactivate the variants retrieval

• These settings can be de/activated in the  also x single words  “LARGEST”

Search forms or in Preferences/My Research 



Truncation

Symbol Description Example

  *
Truncation character (*) - retrieves variations of the search 
term. Use the truncation character at the end or in the 
middle of search terms.
Standard truncation (*) retrieves up to 5 more characters.

farm*
Finds: farm (farms) 
farmer, farming

  [*n]
Defined truncation [*n] is used to denote up to how many 
characters you want to truncate. It replaces up to the number 
of characters specified, for example [*7]. 
Maximum number that can be entered is 20.

nutr[*10]
Finds: nutrition, 
nutrient, nutrients, 
nutraceutic, 
nutraceuticals



Proximity operators

Operator Description

PRE
 NEAR
 P/#
 N/#

Proximity Operators - when used alone, retrieve the search terms if separated 
by maximum 4 intervening words. 
Adding a number after the slash / changes the default nr of 4 words to less or 
more. 
 PRE keeps the exact order of the terms
 NEAR retrieves the terms in any order

Examples
CANCER NEAR/2 RESEARCH    Finds: Research on Cancer,
                 Cancer defeated by Research
SKIN PRE/0 CANCER                   Finds: skin cancers  but not
      Cancer of the skin
SKIN NEAR/2 CANCER   Finds also: Cancer of the skin



5
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• Field code(s) first, search terms in parentheses 

• TITLE(CANCER RESEARCH) 

• More than one field:

• AUTHOR(FOWLER) AND PUBLICATION(NURSING)

• I want to search the same term in more than one field   (, = or)

• TITLE,SUBJECT(ASTHMA)             

• TIAB(ASTHMA AND DRUG N/3 THERAPY)   (more combined labels: 
         TIABSU, TISU)

Limiting the Search to fields



Standard post-processing options
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Results– tool bar

PostProcessing results top 
features in the Results page 
and Docview page
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Saving Results options

53

If more than one page of results is 
needed, select all the documents in 
one page, move to the next, select 
more. The selection of the previous 
page(s) will be kept in “Selected 
items”



My Research options
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My Research:
Preferences
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Possibility for the single 
user to customize their 
own search experience

Interface language

Date format

• Results per page
• Default sort options
• Deduplication

Search default variants
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My Research:
Saving Documents,
Searches 
and Alerts
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Like your results? Save your strategy!

• Save your search to reuse or Create an alert to 
run automatically and email matching records

• Two ways to create:   1 - From Results page

58
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Like your results? Save your strategy!

59

Hover over the 
arrow next to the 
appropriate set

• Save your search to reuse or Create an alert to run 

automatically and email matching records

• Two ways to create:   2 - From Recent searches



6
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Menu-driven creation

• Alert wizard is 1 page 
set up, 4 steps!

• Add alert name

• Select recipient(s)

• Update subject line

60

customer@company.co
m



6
1

Menu-driven creation

• Additional choices

• Select frequency

• Select the day

• Consider

61

Newly published is last 60-90 days ONLY
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Manage alerts/saved searches in My Research

62

customer@company.co
m
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