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Public Health Database on ProQuest



At the end of the session, you will be able to

• Research the content on ProQuest for Public Health 
Information

• Apply ProQuest basic and advanced search features 
with some applications

• Use the Medline and ProQuest Thesauri

• Build multiset searches

Session 
Objectives



Overview of Content
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Public Health Database

Designed to be the ideal starting point for public health information and research. 
Delivers core public health literature to over 800 publications with over 500 in full-text.
Sources: journals, news, trade publications, dissertations, reports and more. 

Key full-text titles include:
• American Journal of Public Health 
• Maternal and Child Health Journal 
• Journal of Health Care for the Poor 

 and Underserved 
• AIDS Education and Prevention 
• Diabetes Care 
• Epidemiology and infection 
• Public Health Nutrition 
• The Lancet 
• New England Journal of Medicine 

Journal results are indexed from core literature              
collected from a variety of publishers using               
appropriate public-health terminology.
Public Health also includes current newspaper articles       
for uncovering timely results on the latest breaking             
topics pertaining to public health, such as H1N1,              
disaster preparedness, and obesity.
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• Allergology and Immunology 
• Biology - Genetics 
• Biostatistics
• Communicable Diseases 
• Drug Abuse and Alcoholism 
• Environmental Health Sciences
• Environmental Studies 
• Epidemiology
• Health Services Administration
• Industrial Health and Safety
• International Public Health
• Maternal & Child Health
• Nurses and Nursing
• Nutrition and Dietetics 
• Occupational Safety & Health

• Pediatrics
• Physical Fitness and Hygiene 
• Population Studies 
• Social Services and Welfare 
• Statistics 
• Special Education and Rehabilitation 

Public Health Database - Subjects
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Public Health DB  Coverage Sources

Nr of 
documents per 
source type 
Dec 2025

Nr of sources Dec 2025
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NICE Guidelines added

7



Navigate the platform



Platform navigation and components

Customization 
OptionsVarious components

Resource 
Center• Navigation Menu 

• Online Help
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Change Databases - Database Selection 

Make your selection, then click 
on Use selected databases
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Publications – searchable catalog
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Single 
Publication 
Page

Can setup 
alert or RSS 
Feed to 
know when 
a new issue 
is loaded.

Information on coverage, 
& availability of formats 
(Full text vs Bibliographic,                         
pdf vs html).

Single publication 
searchable or browsable 
by issue date.

Journal Metrics from 
Journal Citation Reports.



Top right corner 
of the screen.

1
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Online Helps
Top left corner 
of the screen.

Extensive 
online help



Summary of Search Basics



Search Basics  – ProQuest Platform defaults

Variants automatic retrieval             PERMANENT  DEFAULTS 

• Plurals       Child    Children 

• Comparative adjectives     Searching more than one term

          Tall   taller   tallest            SKIN CANCER = SKIN AND CANCER

• US/UK spellings      “SKIN CANCER” = phrase

          Estrogen  oestrogen

•  Duplicate removal                 The Exact Quote marks “ ”

       deactivate the variants retrieval

• These settings can be de/activated in the  also x single words  “LARGEST”

Search forms or in Preferences/My Research 



Truncation

Symbol Description Example

  *
Truncation character (*) - retrieves variations of the search 
term. Use the truncation character at the end or in the 
middle of search terms.
Standard truncation (*) retrieves up to 5 more characters.

farm*
Finds: farm (farms) 
farmer, farming

  [*n]
Defined truncation [*n] is used to denote up to how many 
characters you want to truncate. It replaces up to the number 
of characters specified, for example [*7]. 
Maximum number that can be entered is 20.

nutr[*10]
Finds: nutrition, 
nutrient, nutrients, 
nutraceutic, 
nutraceuticals



Boolean Operators summary

AND - All the words MUST be present.             

                 MELANOMA AND SUN AND PREVENTION 

OR - Any of the words CAN be present.

         SUN OR LIGHT OR RAYS OR ULTRAVIOLET

NOT - The first word is present, 

    excluding the word following NOT.

     MERCURY NOT PLANET

Focus results

Enhance results

Focus results



Proximity operators

Operator Description

PRE
 NEAR
 P/#
 N/#

Proximity Operators - when used alone, retrieve the search terms if separated 
by maximum 4 intervening words. 
Adding a number after the slash / changes the default nr of 4 words to less or 
more. 
 PRE keeps the exact order of the terms
 NEAR retrieves the terms in any order

Examples
CANCER NEAR/2 RESEARCH    Finds: Research on Cancer,
                 Cancer defeated by Research
SKIN PRE/0 CANCER                   Finds: skin cancers  but not
      Cancer of the skin
SKIN NEAR/2 CANCER   Finds also: Cancer of the skin



Operators’ precedence - Order of Execution

ProQuest follows a default order when interpreting a search that 
uses operators to combine search terms. 

skin n/2 cancer OR melanoma AND prevention OR protection

Without brackets it would be searched as if it was:

(melanoma AND prevention) OR skin n/2 cancer OR protection

Use the parentheses to override the default order of processing

(skin n/2 cancer OR melanoma) AND (prevention OR protection)

1. PRE

2. NEAR

3. (     )

4. AND

5. OR

6. NOT



Space = AND
«FLU VIRUS» Exact phrase
FLU-VIRUS = «FLU VIRUS»

«EXACT» search excludes the variants

Automatic retrieval of variants: 
plurals, -er/-est adjectives, US/UK spelling

PRE/# (or P/#) keeps the order of the terms
NEAR/# (or N/#) searches terms in any order

/# nr of intervening words

PRE or NEAR without /# default to 4 
intervening words

* Truncation retrieves max 5 more characters
influenza A virus



Results 
page
features

1 – Sorting options
2 – Limiters (Full Text/Peer reviewed)
3 – Narrow Filters
4 – Multi-record Save/export tools
5 – Single record Save/export tools
6 – Research Assistant

1

2

3

4

5

6

ALLERG* N/2 ASTHMA 
AND 
DRUG N/1 (THERAPY OR TREAT*)



Advanced Search
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Advanced Search

Help with the available searchable fields
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Public Health Database 
Search Fields

The SUBJECT field includes the controlled terms from the 
ProQuest Thesaurus (MAINSUBJECT) + Keywords provided 
by the Author (IF field – not shown in the field menu)

ABSTRACT = formal Abstract of academic sources,
SUMMARY = AB + leading paragraph of popular sources 

Get more info on the Fields from the link 
Common Field Codes (proquest.com)

Please note: short field labels  (TI, AU, AB, PUB, SU, etc) 
work behind the full word labels. Some precombined search 
labels work for experts: TIAB, TISU, TIABSU (not in menu)

NOFT field useful to refine results quickly as it 
excludes the FULLTEXT field from the search

https://www.proquest.com/help/academic/View_Field_Codes.html
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• Field code(s) first, search terms in parentheses 

• TITLE(CANCER RESEARCH) 

• More than one field:

• AUTHOR(FOWLER) AND PUBLICATION(NURSING)

• I want to search the same term in more than one field   (, = or)

• TITLE,SUBJECT(ASTHMA)             

• TIAB(ASTHMA AND DRUG N/3 THERAPY)   (more combined labels: 
         TIABSU, TISU)

Limiting the Search to fields



Limiting the Search to fields in Advanced Search

NOFT useful field to focus the search rapidly, excluding 
the largest part of the record, the Full Text, from the search



NOFT Useful field, If we want 
to restrict results, excluding 
the complete text 

I want to search everywhere in the document, excluding the complete text 

Limiting the Search to fields in Advanced Search

noft(WEST NILE VIRUS) AND noft(TRANSMISSION OR INFECT*) AND 
location(EUROP* OR MEDITERRANE* OR UK OR UNITED-KINGDOM)
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Using the Thesaurus
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Finding and using Preferred terms in a thesaurus

Thesauri can be accessed from Advanced Search or Command Line

the Thesaurus link appears                                                                                                   
when you have selected                                                                                                       
one or more database                                                                                                         
with this functionality 
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ProQuest Thesaurus 
1 – enter the term of interest and 
click on Find – 
2 - if the resulting term has no 
check box, it is not a preferred 
term, but a synonym - click on it to 
be pointed to the preferred term.
The ProQuest Thesaurus does not 
use the explosion or subheadings: 
3 – narrower terms which are 
relevant need to be selected to be 
included in the search 
4 - the subheadings can be 
searched as separate controlled 
terms then linked with AND.

Using the Proquest thesaurus

3

2

4
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Using the thesaurus

(MAINSUBJECT.EXACT("Thyroid diseases") OR 
MAINSUBJECT.EXACT("Hyperthyroidism") OR 
MAINSUBJECT.EXACT("Hypothyroidism") OR 
MAINSUBJECT.EXACT("Thyroid cancer")) AND 
MAINSUBJECT.EXACT("Epidemiology")



Set Searching 

• Long, nested search statements can be entered                                                                                
into any search box

• Complex, long searches can be broken down                                                                     
into sets, sets visible in Recent Searches

• The Search strategy can be saved

• offline as Search History for later reference.

• online as Saved Search for manual updates

• online as an Alert for automatic updates

• Use Command Line Search to enter                                                                                            
multiple (up to 5) search statements                                                                    
simultaneously 



Upload up to 5 search 
strings at a time. 

Here I can use and combine 
other field labels, if I know them. 

After hitting Search, you 
will see the results page 
of the last launched string 
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Combine search sets in the search 
box using their set numbers, 
within square brackets.

Click on Show all details to 
see all the limitations used, 
or click on the + sign next to 
a single set to see only  the 
limits applied to that set

Export your search history 
to several formats using the 
Export all searches option

11

3
2

4

4

Recent Searches 

1

3

Select the set numbers, then 
click on the AND or OR 
buttons to combine them.

2



Combination of Thesaurus search 
plus Free Text search to make the 
strategy more comprehensive

Save the search or create 
an alert by using the 
option next to the final set



Search History 
saved report

Combination of Thesaurus search plus 
Free Text search to make the strategy 
more comprehensive



Some 
results



Some 
results



Sample applications
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<Bird Flu transmission to humans>

TIAB(H5N1 OR H7N9 OR (BIRD OR POULTRY OR AVIAN) 
NEAR/2 (FLU OR INFLUENZA)) AND
TIAB(TRANSMISSION OR TRANSMITT* OR INFECT* OR 
PATHOGEN*) AND noft(HUMAN)
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4
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S1 tiabsu((safety OR protect* OR prevent*) NEAR/2 

(measures OR practices OR guidelines) OR disease 

NEAR/2 control) AND pd(>20191101)

43578*

S2 tiabsu(pandemic or epidemic or viral or virus or infect*) 755053*

S3 [s1] [s2] 24480*

S4 [s1] [s2]  [Full-Text filter] 19636*

S5 Location,AF(england or uk or united-kingdom or wales 

or scotland or Ireland or britain)  **

237465*

S6 [s4] [s5] 1419°Space = AND, saves you time when typing set nrs yourself

<Prevention measures against x virus infections in X country>

AF= Author Affiliation

(BRITAIN OR BRITISH OR ENGLAND OR UK OR UNITED-KINGDOM OR 
NORTH*-IRELAND OR WALES OR WELSH OR SCOTLAND OR SCOTTISH) 
NOT (CANAD* OR AUSTRAL*)

** Proposed 
alternative 
strategy
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Export Results
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Export Results option

48

• Available when connected to My Research, and activated in PAM

• Allows bulk exporting up to 20,000 records.

• Available 10 attempts per day (20K x 10).

• Export of bibliographic citation only + abstract

Bulk download the 
bibliographic information 
of hundreds of results



Export Results option
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Click on Accept at the bottom of the window. A search is automatically 

saved in My Research. Go to My Research to retrieve the results.

3 Available formats:
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When ready, Export Results 

will become an active link

The Saved Search in My Research

Export Results option



Q&A



Support Resources
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ProQuest Support resources

• ProQuest Platform Search Syntax Guide

   https://proquest.libguides.com/proquestplatform/tips 

• https://proquest.libguides.com/healthresearchpremium 

- Support Center:     https://support.proquest.com

https://proquest.libguides.com/proquestplatform/tips
https://proquest.libguides.com/healthresearchpremium
https://proquest.libguides.com/healthresearchpremium
https://proquest.libguides.com/healthresearchpremium
https://support.proquest.com/


In this session, you have learned how to

• Research the content on ProQuest for Biomedicine, 
Public Health and Healthcare Administration

• Apply ProQuest basic and advanced search features 
with some applications

• Use the Medline and ProQuest Thesauri

•  Build multiset searches

Session 
Objectives
Summary
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Your feedback is important!

We hope you are willing to provide 
your feedback about the webinar       
(1st line) and the trainer (2nd line)
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Your feedback is 
important!

At the end of the session you can use  
the link: 

https://tinyurl.com/NHSWPubH25 

                       Or the QR Code ➔

https://tinyurl.com/NHSWPubH25


© 2023 Clarivate

Clarivate and its logo, as well as all other 
trademarks used herein are trademarks of their 
respective owners and used under license.

clarivate.com

About Clarivate

Clarivate is the leading global information services provider. We connect people and organizations to intelligence they can trust to transform their 
perspective, their work and our world. Our subscription and technology-based solutions are coupled with deep domain expertise and cover the areas 
of Academia & Government, Life Sciences & Healthcare and Intellectual Property. For more information, please visit clarivate.com

Daniela.cason@clarivate.com

Thank you

Questions?

http://clarivate.com/


Appendix

~ Post processing options

     ~ My Research options



Standard post-processing options



60

Results– tool bar

PostProcessing results top 
features in the Results page 
and Docview page
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Saving Results options

61

If more than one page of results is 
needed, select all the documents in 
one page, move to the next, select 
more. The selection of the previous 
page(s) will be kept in “Selected 
items”
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Alert/RSS Feed - for new documents matching your search 
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My Research:
Preferences
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Possibility for the single 
user to customize their 
own search experience

Interface language

Date format

• Results per page
• Default sort options
• Deduplication

Search default variants
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My Research:
Saving Documents,
Searches 
and Alerts
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Like your results? Save your strategy!

• Save your search to reuse or Create an alert to 
run automatically and email matching records

• Two ways to create:   1 - From Results page

66
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Like your results? Save your strategy!

67

Hover over the 
arrow next to the 
appropriate set

• Save your search to reuse or Create an alert to run 

automatically and email matching records

• Two ways to create:   2 - From Recent searches
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Menu-driven creation

• Alert wizard is 1 page 
set up, 4 steps!

• Add alert name

• Select recipient(s)

• Update subject line

68

customer@company.co
m
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Menu-driven creation

• Additional choices

• Select frequency

• Select the day

• Consider

69

Newly published is last 60-90 days ONLY
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Manage alerts/saved searches in My Research

70

customer@company.co
m
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