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Learning Objectives
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1. APA PsycINFO Database Overview

2. Ovid Access

3. Using APA PsycINFO on Ovid

• Main Search Screen

• Basic Search Mode

• Search History

• Search Results Display

• Related Terms/Thesaurus

• Limiting Search Results

• Outputting Search Results

• Print/Email/Save

• Search Results Management

• My Account/My Projects/       
My Alerts

• Advanced Search Mode

• Subject Heading Mapping

• Explode Search

• Focus Search

• Combining Search Results

• Search Fields Search Mode

• Changing Ovid Resources

4. FAQs/Training & User Support



What is APA PsycINFO?
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• Created and maintained by the APA (American Psychological Association) 
• Psychology and related disciplines (medicine, psychiatry, nursing, education, 

etc.)
• Comprehensive bibliographic database containing more than 5.1M records 

(journal records from 50+ countries, 29 languages) and updated twice weekly

• Main Contents
• Academic Journals（2,250+）…over 80%

• English records (title, abstract, keywords) from 1806

• Non-English titles included after 1978

• 1,500+ journals cover-to-cover (99% peer-reviewed)
• List of recorded journals: http://www.apa.org/PsycINFO/covlist.html

• Books…3% & Book Chapters…8%
• English publications since 1987

• Thesis…12%
• Selected Dissertation Abs. International (A&B) since 1995

• Cited References
• Bibliographic information on journal articles, books, book chapter citation 

are also provided from 2001.

https://www.apa.org/pubs/databases/psycinfo

http://www.apa.org/PsycINFO/covlist.html


Accessing APA PsycINFO on Ovid
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Main Search Screen
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Basic Search Mode
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Search Example： treatment of schizophrenia with Risperidone



APA PsycINFO® on Ovid®: Search History
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APA PsycINFO® on Ovid®: Search Results Display

Related Terms/Thesaurus
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APA PsycINFO® on Ovid®: Search Results Display
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APA PsycINFO® on Ovid®: Complete Reference
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Ovid® Advanced Search Modes

• Search Fields: Use keywords to search specific fields to retrieve relevant 
records. Great for precision searches

• Multi field search : Helps structure your search by logically splitting up 
your search

• Advanced Search: Use Keywords together with Thesaurus – full flexibility

• You may use Either or All of these search modes to create a well 
structured search!
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▪ Define your query with care
▪ Use Advanced Search to find precise results
▪ Structure your search – combine with boolians AND , OR, NOT
▪ Search Keywords and Map to your theasaurus
▪ Truncate your root words to find more results $$$******

▪ More results are better, you can always limit at the end and alter your search

Ovid® Advanced Search- what is it and why use 
it?

For verifiable, reproductible and reliable results

Review your results and re-formulate if needed
Save or Export your search strategy



APA PsycINFO® on Ovid®: Advanced Search Mode
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Keyword Example： depression



APA PsycINFO® on Ovid®: Subject Heading Mapping
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APA PsycINFO® on Ovid®: Subject Heading/Thesaurus
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Keyworearch – Why? 

▪ Find most recent records 
that have not yet been 
indexed

▪ Can truncate words to find 
range of results 

▪ Can be combined with 
MeSh results using OR 
operator 

Obtain records that have not yet 
been indexed!

To expand your results!
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Structuring your search 
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APA PsycINFO® on Ovid®: Advanced Search Display
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APA PsycINFO® on Ovid®: Combining Search Results
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APA PsycINFO® on Ovid®: Search Fields Search Mode
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APA PsycINFO® on Ovid®: Limiting Search Results
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APA PsycINFO® on Ovid®: Limiting Search Results
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APA PsycINFO® on Ovid®: Limiting Search Results
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APA PsycINFO® on Ovid®: Outputting Search Results
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APA PsycINFO® on Ovid®: My Account
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APA PsycINFO® on Ovid®: My Account
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APA PsycINFO® on Ovid®: My Projects
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APA PsycINFO® on Ovid®: My Projects
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APA PsycINFO® on Ovid®: My Projects
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APA PsycINFO® on Ovid®: Search Results Management
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APA PsycINFO® on Ovid®: My Alerts
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APA PsycINFO® on Ovid®: My Alerts

32APA PsycINFO® on Ovid® Training



APA PsycINFO® on Ovid®: My Alerts
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APA PsycINFO® on Ovid®: My Alerts (Email)
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APA PsycINFO® on Ovid®: My Alerts (Projects)
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APA PsycINFO® on Ovid®: Search Fields Search Mode
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APA PsycINFO® on Ovid®: Search Fields Search Mode
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APA PsycINFO® on Ovid®: Changing Ovid® Resources
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APA PsycINFO® on Ovid®: Frequently Asked Questions
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• Can PsycINFO® be searched simultaneously with MEDLINE?
• Can I access Ovid® from home?
• Is there any other psychology database offered on Ovid®?
• Can the PsycINFO® database segment be broken down by years?

• etc.



Training & User Support
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Training & User Support
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