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Learning Objectives
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During this session you will learn how to:

• Use the Advanced Search form to apply the database indexing and search fields

• Run and manage interactive, multi set searches in Command Line and Recent searches

• Explore the Thesaurus to identify and use the preferred terms in subject indexing

• Save documents or searches in My Research, create Alerts, Export results in bulk.



More information 
on Content
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Advanced search features



Advanced search – features

Complex 
limiters in 

boxes

Query builder and drop down 
menu of searchable fieldsLimiters



Advanced search – features

Drop down 
fields available Look up options for PublicationsFields with lookup options



Advanced search

Use field search to enhance accuracy. - The field Subject (SU) in this database includes all subjects 
and indexed fields including Subject Heading, Location, Person, and Company/Organisation

Basic Search: ((peri OR ante OR anti OR "pre") n/1 natal OR prenatal OR
perinatal OR ant?natal OR childbirth) AND (educat* OR class* OR course
OR interaction OR intervention OR lecture* OR program* OR series OR
session OR talk OR therap* OR train*)



Advanced search

Use search 
fields to 
enhance 
accuracy

Free Text search – no fields limitation

Fielded search – see details in next slide



Stacking field labels
Fielded strategy from Advanced Search

title(((peri OR ante OR anti OR "pre") n/1 natal OR prenatal OR perinatal OR ant?natal OR childbirth) AND (educat* OR 
class* OR course OR interaction OR intervention OR lecture* OR program* OR series OR session OR talk OR therap* OR 
train*)) OR abstract(((peri OR ante OR anti OR "pre") n/1 natal OR prenatal OR perinatal OR ant?natal OR childbirth) AND 
(educat* OR class* OR course OR interaction OR intervention OR lecture* OR program* OR series OR session OR talk OR 
therap* OR train*)) OR subject(((peri OR ante OR anti OR "pre") n/1 natal OR prenatal OR perinatal OR ant?natal OR 
childbirth) AND (educat* OR class* OR course OR interaction OR intervention OR lecture* OR program* OR series OR 
session OR talk OR therap* OR train*))

Field labels can be stacked, separated by a comma, as in TI,AB,SU (comma stands for OR).
The strategy above can be compacted:



One more search sample 

Case study: Mental health (services or issues) with people
with learning or intellectual disability



Mental health (services or issues) with
people with learning or intellectual disability



Mental health (services or issues)
with people with learning or
intellectual disability



Command Line and Recent Searches



Command Line Search

Designed to build a precise search, apply custom field limitations, also in separate steps

Case study: to search for education strategies targeting parents at childbirth

• TI,AB,SU((peri OR ante OR anti OR "pre") n/1 natal OR prenatal OR perinatal OR
ant?natal OR childbirth)

• TI,AB,SU(educat* OR class* OR course OR interaction OR intervention OR lecture*
OR program* OR series OR session OR talk OR therap* OR train*)

• (parent* OR matern* OR patern* OR father* OR mother*)
• S1 AND S2 AND S3



Command Line Search

You can load up to 5 lines 
of search strategy at a time



Command line

Previous fielded search stage: 
only <childbirth education>



Multi set search – Recent Searches

1 - Search sets can also be combined 
in Recent Searches (only set numbers).
2 - The Search History can be saved 
offline in several formats.

3 – The search can be saved online, or an alert can be created, 
using the links next to the set that implies all the previous ones
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Multi set search – Recent Searches

If needed, the search can be modified 
only for the part that needs it.



Refining the results using narrow filters



Using the Thesaurus



Thesaurus

When one or more Thesauri are available with the 
selected databases, the Thesaurus link will appear

In this collection, each of the A&I databases has its own Thesaurus, 
plus the ProQuest Thesaurus is used with the full text Journals



Thesaurus

The Thesaurus shows the hierarchy with 
broader or narrower terms + related terms 

Clicking on the button Add to search will place the 
search term with the proper syntax in the search form

Terms with no check box are not 
controlled terms, but can be clicked 
to point you to the preferred term



Thesaurus

Notice the different preferred 
term in the ProQuest Thesaurus

Combining the Thesaurus search 
with the previous search



Online Help

Reach the Online Help by the Search tips or the 
Field codes links. It has in-depth assistance 
with the search syntax and advanced searching. 
It includes more information on operators and 
lists of field codes. 

Full field detail can be found in the libguides: 
https://proquest.libguides.com/sociologycollection/fields

https://proquest.libguides.com/sociologycollection/fields


My Research & Export results



My Research – Saved Documents and Searches
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You can save Individual documents or Search strategies



Alert/RSS Feed - for new documents matching your search 



My Research – Alerts

30



Export Results

You must register and be logged 
into ‘My Research’ to use it. 

You can download as RIS, CSV or 
TSV file.

10 downloads per day, 20,000 
documents per download.  



My Research - Preferences
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You can change 
• Language of the interface
• Date format
• How many results you see 

per page
• Default sort and duplication
• Variant customisation 
• Autocomplete on/off
• Default citation style



Learning Objectives Summary
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During this session you have learned how to:

• Use the Advanced Search form to apply the database indexing and search fields

• Run and manage interactive, multi set searches in Command Line and Recent searches

• Explore the Thesaurus to identify and use the preferred terms in subject indexing

• Save documents or searches in My Research, create Alerts, Export results in bulk.



Additional Resources – ProQuest Support

LibGuides

• ProQuest Platform LibGuide search tips

• Sociology Collection

• ASSIA LibGuide

• Sociological Abstracts

• Sociology Database

• Technical Support: support.proquest.com 

• Contact training@proquest.com for customised
training sessions or special requests

https://proquest.libguides.com/proquestplatform/tips
https://proquest.libguides.com/sociologycollection
https://proquest.libguides.com/assia/about
https://proquest.libguides.com/SocAbs
https://proquest.libguides.com/sociologydatabase
../../../Pending Upload/EMEA/Louisa/support.proquest.com
mailto:training@proquest.com


Your feedback is important!

Please provide your feedback about the 
session using the survey link 
https://tinyurl.com/NHSWalesSociol22

https://tinyurl.com/NHSWalesSociol22
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Thank You


