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Learning Objectives

2

During this session you will learn how to:

• Use the collection components based on their content strengths

• Build and run effective simple searches using the basic search features

• Review the results, use the refining tools, display results online or save them offline



Content description



Sociology Collection

• ProQuest’s renowned, proprietary A&I 
databases combined with full text files

• Provides researchers with the best value   
and broad mix of content to support 
interdisciplinary needs

• Gives the users one place to start their 
research and allows them to drill down                  
to specific subject files.
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Overview

Sociology Collection (1952 - current)
Applied Social Sciences Index & Abstracts (ASSIA) (1987 - current) -- A&I
Sociological Abstracts (1952 - current) -- A&I
Sociology Database (1985 - current) -- F-T

F-T = Full Text
A&I = Bibliographic



Sociology Collection - Overview

Sociology collection - international literature in sociology and social services, and related fields.  

Abstracts, indexing and full-text coverage of journal articles, books, book chapters, dissertations, working 
papers, and more, including full-text from hundreds of leading sociology journals.

Applied Social Sciences Index & Abstracts (ASSIA) - serves information needs of caring professions, 
practitioners, researchers, and students in healthcare, social services, education, and related areas.    
Core of 500 most relevant English language scholarly journals on health and social care.

Sociological Abstracts + Social Services Abstracts - international literature of sociology, social work,     
and related disciplines in the social and behavioral sciences. 

Sociology Database  - international literature of sociology and social work, + related fields: social             
policy, social care, social services, social anthropology, gender studies, gerontology, social psychology      
and population studies. Hundreds of full-text scholarly journals, dissertations and other sources.



Sobject Coverage
Sociological Abstracts

Social Services Abs

ASSIA



Global Coverage

• Serves research across regions and markets

• Active full text titles from 50+ countries featuring 30+ 
languages, with abstract & indexing coverage of many 
more

• ~ 4 million records

• Over 1500 publications full text

• 600+ content partners

• Includes renowned index databases with international 
remit such as ASSIA and Sociological Abstracts
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Diverse Resources

• Core scholarly titles with ongoing full text from major 
publishers including Springer, Emerald and Cambridge 
University Press

• Long tail of scholarly titles from small publishers around 
the world, including the best in open access publishing

• Includes non-obvious content types such as dissertations 
and working papers usually not available and used by 
majority of researchers
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Basic search features



Search Basics refresher – ProQuest Platform defaults

• Plurals
Singular  ↔ Plural PERMANENT  DEFAULTS 

• Comparatives

Tall ↔ taller ↔ tallest Searching more than one term

• US/UK spellings SKIN CANCER = SKIN AND CANCER

Estrogen ↔ oestrogen “SKIN CANCER” = phrase

• Duplicate removal

• These Settings can be modified        The Exact Quote marks “ ” 

in Advanced Search or in deactivate the variants retrieval

My Research Preferences or in PAM



Variants results



Phrase Searching

Space between terms = AND

“double quotes”  search the exact 
phrase and also deactivate the 
automatic retrieval of word variants



Boolean Operators summary

AND - All the words MUST be present.             

RADIATION AND CHERNOBYL AND CHILDREN 

OR - Any of the words CAN be present.

UNIVERSITY OR COLLEGE OR “HIGHER EDUCATION”

NOT - The first word is present, 

excluded the word following NOT.
MERCURY NOT PLANET

Focus results

Enhance results

Focus results



Other tools
Operator Description Example

PRE
NEAR
P/#
N/#

Proximity Operators - when used alone, retrieve the search terms 
if separated by maximum 4 intervening words. Adding a number 
after the slash / changes the default nr of 4 words to less or more. 
PRE keeps the exact order of the terms
NEAR retrieves the terms in any order

CANCER NEAR/2 RESEARCH
Finds: Research on Cancer,
Cancer defeated by Research
SKIN PRE/0 CANCER 
Finds: skin cancer  but not
Cancer of the skin

*
Truncation character (*) - retrieves variations of the search term. 
Use the truncation character at the end (right-hand truncation) or 
in the middle of search terms. Each truncated word can return up 
to 500 word variations.
Standard truncation (*) retrieves variations on the search term, 
replacing up to 5 characters.

farm*
Finds: farm (farms) farmer, 
farming

[*n]
Defined truncation [*n] is used to denote up to how many 
characters you want to truncate. It replaces up to the number of 
characters specified, for example [*7]. The maximum number of 
characters that can be entered is 20.

nutr[*10]
Finds: nutrition, nutrient, 
nutrients, nutraceutics, 
nutraceuticals



Can be used within the double 
quotes to retrieve variants   

Compare with 
no truncation

Truncation: Using *         
nutr* finds nutrition, nutrient, nutrients

Can use [*#] to denote less or more  
than 5 characters to truncate
nutr[*10] finds also nutritional, 
nutraceutics, nutraceuticals



Wildcard: Using ?        



Basic Search building

childbirth education

“childbirth education”

Childbirth near/2 education

Childbirth near/2 educat*



Basic search



Basic search results



Order of Execution

1. AND

2. OR

3. NOT

ProQuest follows a default order when interpreting a search 
that uses operators to combine search terms. 

dog OR cat  AND food OR nutrition 

Without brackets by default it is searched as if it was

(cat AND food) OR dog OR nutrition

Use parentheses to override the default order of processing

(dog or cat) AND (food or nutrition)



Basic search

Expand your keywords on your research topic to enhance both accuracy and comprehensiveness, e.g.

((peri OR ante OR anti OR "pre") n/1 natal OR prenatal OR perinatal OR ant?natal OR
childbirth) AND (educat* OR class* OR course OR interaction OR intervention OR
lecture* OR program* OR series OR session OR talk OR therap* OR train*)

When one of your search terms is also an
operator, put it between quotation marks



Basic search results



Other search sample

(drug or substance) n/1 (abuse or use or addict*) and (child or teen or adolescent or kid
or youth or young) and (counseling or therap* or care)



Youths’ drug abuse



Preview of the Advanced Session

Field Searching: TIABSU(((peri OR ante OR anti OR "pre") n/1 natal OR prenatal OR
perinatal OR ant?natal OR childbirth) AND (educat* OR class* OR course OR interaction OR
intervention OR lecture* OR program* OR series OR session OR talk OR therap* OR train*))



Results review, refining and post-processing



Results Page – Filters



Results Page – Results

Note：The Sociology collection is a mixed database, it 
contains both Abstracts & Indexing and Full-Text records .



Item View Abstract/HTML full text has an option to translate (14 languages). The
administrator can turn on the text-to-speech reader for the HTML Full-text



Abstract/Index in Item detail
The Details section shows all available
bibliographic information for the item.



Related results are show in the references tab,
cited by, shared references, and related items.

Item View



The Tool bar includes Cite, Email, Print and more options.Item View



Tool bar options

Item and Result view
Post processing toolbar

Note: All save options support
batch results processing.



Learning Objectives Summary
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During this session you have learned how to:

• Use the collection components based on their content strengths

• Build and run effective simple searches using on the basic search features

• Review the results, use the refining tools, display results online or save them offline



Additional Resources – ProQuest Support

LibGuides

• ProQuest Platform LibGuide

• Sociology Collection

• ASSIA LibGuide

• Sociological Abstracts

• Sociology Database

• Technical Support: support.proquest.com 

• Contact training@proquest.com for customised
training sessions or special requests

https://proquest.libguides.com/proquestplatform
https://proquest.libguides.com/sociologycollection
https://proquest.libguides.com/assia/about
https://proquest.libguides.com/SocAbs
https://proquest.libguides.com/sociologydatabase
../../../Pending Upload/EMEA/Louisa/support.proquest.com
mailto:training@proquest.com
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Thank You


